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The REPORT - Understanding the Service's FY 2012 Mitigation Hatchery Budget Request

Mr. Ashe, Dr. Gould, Ms. Dohner, Ms. Walsh,

The financial base of the "National Fish Hatchery System Strategic Hatchery and Workforce Planning Report" (REPORT) is the FY 2012 budget. We will review the REPORT with a special emphasis and focus on the Corps of Engineers reimbursable and the Congressional add on. To understand the REPORT we must understand the following about the FY 2012 budget:

· The Service's FY 2012 budget request.

· The FY 2012 budget the Service was allocated by Congress, the Congressional add on and the language that accompanied the FY 2012 budget allocation. 

· What the Corps of Engineers reimbursable must pay for. 

· The amount of reimbursable funds needed by the Service from the Corps of Engineers in FY 2012 to fully operate the mitigation hatcheries (COE hatcheries).

· The history of the negotiations between the Service and the Corps of Engineers and the amount of reimbursable funds the Service received from the Corps of Engineers in FY 2012.  

· The amount of Corps of Engineer funds expended in FY 2012 on the mitigation hatcheries versus the amount of FY 2012 Corps of Engineer funds available. 

· The amount of Congressional add on funds expended in FY 2012 on the mitigation hatcheries versus the amount of FY 2012 Congressional add on funds available. 

The Service's FY 2012 Budget Request
In the President's FY 2012 budget the Directorate decided to close nine mitigation hatcheries by reducing the National Fish Hatchery Operations budget by $6,288,000 and 65 FTEs (positions).

The exact language for the proposal to close these nine mitigation hatcheries in FY 2012 was as follows:

"Funding for the National Fish Hatchery Operations will be reduced by $6,288,000 in 2012. For several decades the Service has been working to recover costs from responsible agencies to mitigate the adverse effects of federal water development projects while focusing on native fish recovery and restoration. If full reimbursement is not obtained from responsible agencies in 2012 Fisheries Program activities could be eliminated or substantially reduced at nine facilities until reimbursement is negotiated. These stations include Neosho NFH (MO). Greers Ferry NFH and Norfork NFH (AR), Chattahoochee Forest NFH (GA), Wolf Creek NFH (KY), Dale Hollow NFH and Erwin NFH (TN), Garrison Dam NFH (ND) and Jones Hole NFH (UT). Mitigation activities (e.g broodstock activities and aquatic animal health services) would also be eliminated at nine other Service facilities. In 2009, these facilities produced a total of 12,786,600 fish and 15,924,000 eyed eggs, which directly supported 3,500 jobs and nearly $325 million in total economic benefit to local and state economics from Service operated mitigation hatcheries. Additionally, should the Service fail to gain reimbursement, as many as 65 FTEs could be impacted."

The nine hatcheries that were proposed for closure in FY 2012 were as follows:

1. Chattahoochee Forest National Fish Hatchery (NFH), Georgia

2. Dale Hollow NFH, Tennessee

3. Erwin NFH, Tennessee

4. Garrison Dam NFH, North Dakota

5. Greers Ferry NFH, Arkansas

6. Jones Hole NFH, Utah

7. Neosho NFH, Missouri

8. Norfork NFH, Arkansas

9. Wolf Creek NFH, Kentucky

In addition, the following nine other Service facilities would have mitigation activities eliminated. These facilities would not be closed.

1. Gavins Point NFH, South Dakota

2. Valley City NFH, North Dakota

3. Ennis NFH, Montana

4. White Sulphur Springs NFH, West Virginia

5. Saratoga NFH, Wyoming

6. LaCrosse Fish Health Center (FHC), Wisconsin

7. Bozeman FHC, Montana

8. Lamar FHC, Pennsylvania

9. Warm Springs FHC, Georgia

Other mitigation activities that would be eliminated would be the supervision and oversight responsibilities in the following offices:

1. Atlanta Regional Office, Georgia

2. Minneapolis Regional Office, Minnesota

3. Boston Region Office, Massachusetts 

4. Denver Regional Office, Colorado

5. Washington Office, Washington DC

Based on budget language for the "National Fish Hatchery Operations" reduction the funds being reduced are strictly operational funds. Maintenance funds are not included in this reduction.
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