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The REPORT - Incomplete FY 2012 COE Reimbursable Funding Data Makes the REPORT Worthless!
Mr. Ashe, Dr. Gould, Ms. Dohner, Ms Walsh,

Your March 2013 "National Fish Hatchery System Strategic Hatchery and Workforce Planning Report" (REPORT) that you released to the public on November 15, 2013 is a 'classic' hatchery closure decision-making document. The REPORT clearly shows what 'brightly highlighted' hatcheries must be closed because their production programs were not fully compensated with FY 2012 reimbursable funds.

It appears that the REPORT's data on COE reimbursable funding is incomplete. In FY 2012 the Corps of Engineer reimbursable was $3.8 million. Based on the data in the REPORT the amount of COE reimbursable funds spent on "non native mitigation" for COE mitigation in FY 2012 was as follows:

· Region 3 
$316,910.

· Region 4 
$2,718,608.

· Region 6 
$341,443.
·       Total 
$3,376,971.

Since the Service received $3.8 million from the COE in FY 2012 - the REPORT or one of its appendixes must account for the entire $3.8 million - not just $3.376 million. The COE funding data is incomplete. Did the work group that developed this REPORT cherry pick the data? Did they suppress some of the data? Why not include all of the COE financial data if it doesn't change your outcome? Based on the incomplete data any conclusions one makes from the REPORT or any of the REPORT's appendixes will lack any coherent meaning. The REPORT and all of its appendixes are worthless. 

If you are going to close mitigation hatcheries that impact hundreds of communities, thousands of jobs and hundreds of millions of dollars in local revenues the Directorate must be open and transparent in everything they do with the mitigation hatcheries and their funding. The Directorate must account for every penny of the $3.8 million COE reimbursable. What happened to the remaining $423,029? Did those funds go to other fisheries offices or to ....listed and at risk species?
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