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The REPORT - Incomplete FY 2012 Congressional Add On Funding Data Makes the REPORT Worthless!

Mr. Ashe, Dr. Gould, Ms. Dohner, Ms. Walsh, 

In the Service's FY 2012 budget the Directorate made the decision that "Funding for National Fish Hatchery Operations will be reduced by $6,288,000 in 2012...." Congress was upset with the Directorate's decision to close the mitigation hatcheries. In fact, Congress reacted against the Directorate's decision by restoring $3.388 million to the Service's budget specifically for the mitigation hatcheries. These funds plus the Corps of Engineers reimbursable of $3.8 million would be enough to keep the mitigation hatcheries fully operating not only in FY 2012 - but beyond! These decisions are highlighted in the FY 2012 appropriations language as follows: 

"The Committee recommends $128,343,000 for fisheries and aquatic resource conservation, $10,596,000 below the fiscal year 2011 enacted level and $7,669,000 below the budget request. The Committee has restored the proposed $3,388 million shortfall in the budget for the mitigation hatchery operations and critical supplies, with the understanding that the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers will reimburse the Service an amount of $3,800,000 during fiscal year 2012, subject to appropriations. The Committee directs the Service to continue to seek reimbursement from the remaining agencies for mitigation hatchery operations and to redirect any additional reimbursed funding to deferred maintenance."

It appears that the REPORT's data on the Congressional add on funding is incomplete. In FY 2012 the Congressional add on was $3.388 million. Based on the data in the REPORT the amount of the Congressional add on funds spent on "non native mitigation" in FY 2012 was as follows:

· Region 2 .....................................................................................................$276,702

· Region 4 .....................................................................................................$469,776

· Region 5 .....................................................................................................$119,545

· Region 6......................................................................................................$512,027 

·      Total......................................……......................................................$1,378,050

The above costs do not include the $88,200 at White Sulpher Springs NFH identified as "Rainbow, Steelhead, Redband Trout - Recreational Fish" - that was not fully reimbursed; the $77,747 that the BPA fully reimbursed Creston NFH for Westslope Cutthroat Trout, or the $326,594 that the CRSP fully reimbursed Hotchkiss NFH for Rainbow Trout.

Since the Service received $3.388 million from the Congressional add on in FY 2012 - the REPORT or one of its appendixes must account for the entire $3.388 million - not just $1.378 million. The Congressional add on funding data is incomplete. Did the work group that developed this REPORT cherry pick the data? Did the work group suppress some of the data? Why not include all of the Congressional add on financial data if it doesn't change your outcome? Based on the incomplete data any conclusions one makes from the REPORT or any of the REPORT's appendixes will lack any coherent meaning. The REPORT and all of its appendixes are worthless. 

If you are going to close mitigation hatcheries that impact hundreds of communities, thousands of jobs and hundreds of millions of dollars in local revenues the Directorate must be open and transparent in everything they do with the mitigation hatcheries and their funding. The Directorate must account for every penny of the $3.388 million Congressional add on. What happened to the remaining $2,009,950? Did those funds go to other fisheries offices, deferred maintenance projects or to ....listed and at risk species?

Rick Nehrling

