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Congressional Oversight Hearing on the REPORT!

Mr Ashe, Dr. Gould, Ms. Dohner, Ms.Walsh, 

On Wednesday March 5, 2014 the House Subcommittee on Fisheries, Wildlife, Oceans and Insular Affairs held an oversight hearing on the "National Fish Hatchery System Strategic Hatchery and Workforce Planning Report". As you watch the webcast please note the following:

· Congress strongly feels that the Service has enough money to fund all of the hatcheries including the COE hatcheries. Remember Congress believes that the $3.388 million that they added in FY 2012 to National Fish Hatchery Operations - specifically for the mitigation hatcheries - is being spent on mitigation hatcheries. It appears that Congress does not know that the Service is illegally spending those funds on - listed and at-risk species. 

· The Corps of Engineers representative - Ms. Diane Parks - said that the $4.7 million reimbursable was an estimate determined by the Service and that the COE continues to want to improve the accuracy of funding needs - for the COE mitigation program.

· Representative John Fleming (R-LA) said that the Service has "...the wrong priorities that is leading the Service to abandon statutorily mandated mission". To me that means that Congress (through this subcommittee) is extremely upset that the Service is trying to abandon its long-standing mandated mitigation responsibilities. 

Several times during the webcast the Willow Beach NFH waterline issue was discussed. Evidently the Service has told everybody that they do not have enough funds in their maintenance budget to pay for the waterline repairs. Since we understand the Service's maintenance and construction budgets we realize that the Directorates explanation of insufficient funds is very misleading. The reality of this issue is that the Service has the money to repair the waterline - but the Directorate doesn't want to spend any money on one of the lowest priorities in the Fisheries program - the Willow Beach NFH rainbow trout program.

The webcast can be seen and heard at (Fast Forward to 34:40)

http://naturalresources.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=370649
Rick Nehrling

