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The FY 2015 COE Reimbursable of $4.7 Million Means That the Directorate has Set Up the Mitigation Hatcheries for Closure - For the Fourth Year In A Row!!

Mr. Ashe, Dr. Gould, Ms. Dohner, Ms. Walsh, 

After reading the Corps of Engineers FY 2015 budget summary (Click Here) the $4.7 million reimbursable (page 58) that the Directorate negotiated and approved will not fully fund the operations and maintenance of the COE mitigation hatcheries in FY 2015. For the fourth year in a row the Directorate has set up the mitigation hatcheries for closure. 

The Directorate knows that a $4.7 million reimbursable will not fully fund the operations and maintenance of the COE hatcheries! In FY 2012 the Directorate negotiated for and received a $4.7 million reimbursable and then immediately proceeded to proposed the COE mitigation hatcheries for closure in the FY 2012 budget because the $4.7 million would not fully fund the operations and maintenance of the COE mitigation hatcheries.

It is very obvious that this Directorate's personal agenda is to close the mitigation hatcheries no mater what! Why is this Directorate so biased against not only the mitigation hatcheries - but also against the Federal and State Agencies and local communities that are so actively involved with the COE mitigation hatcheries? Why is this Directorate unable to work with any of the Federal and State COE mitigation partners? The Service has worked extremely close with these same partners for more than 60 years until this Directorate came into power.

This entire COE mitigation hatchery issue could be resolved very quickly with a Directorate that would follow the lead of the Service's fisheries work groups that determined that to fully fund the operations and maintenance of all of the hatcheries, fish health centers and offices involved in COE mitigation activities requires a reimbursable of $6 million! Unfortunately this Directorate realizes that any reimbursable of less than $6 million opens the door for them to achieve their personal agenda - to close the COE mitigation hatcheries.

http://www.friendsofchattahoocheenfh.org/
Rick Nehrling

