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The Directorate's Not Officially Closing Hatcheries but it Continues to Mislead!

Mr. Ashe, Dr. Gould, Ms. Dohner, Ms. Walsh 

In the fall of 2013 we read a number of press releases from the Fish and Wildlife Service that stated the following:

"The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) today announced that it does not intend to close any of the nation’s national fish hatcheries in the current fiscal year, but warned that closures may be necessary in FY 2015 given fiscal uncertainty and growing operations costs."
The Service's statement is true. The Directorate did not close any fish hatcheries in FY 2014. The long-standing definition of closure is to either remove all of the fish from the hatchery and then transfer the hatchery to GSA (General Services Administration) for disposal or to keep all of the fish on the hatchery and transfer the hatchery to the State or some other entity.
Unfortunately the Service's statement is extremely misleading. Even though the Service did not close any hatcheries in FY 2014 it did the following:
1. Placed the White River National Fish Hatchery (Vermont) as stated in Appendix A of the "National Fish Hatchery System Strategic Hatchery and Workforce Planning Report" (REPORT) into a production transitioning TBD phrase. At the present time the hatchery is no longer rearing any Atlantic salmon, Brook trout or Lake trout. The lights have been turned off and the staff has been relocated to the Dwight D. Eisenhower NFH, Vermont. 
2. Placed the Richard Cronin National Salmon Station (Massachusetts) as stated in Appendix A of the "National Fish Hatchery System Strategic Hatchery and Workforce Planning Report" (REPORT) into a production transitioning TBD phrase. At the present time the hatchery is no longer holding any Atlantic salmon sea-run returns and spawning them for eggs. The lights have been turned off and the staff has been relocated to the Sunderland Fisheries Resource Office, Massachusetts.
3. Terminated the rainbow trout production program at Willow Beach NFH because of insufficient maintenance funds to repair the hatchery waterline. As we have previously mentioned we realize that the Directorate's explanation of insufficient funds is very misleading. Reality clearly tells us that the Service has the money to repair the waterline - but the Directorate does not want to spend any money on one of the lowest priorities in the Fisheries program - the Willow Beach NFH rainbow trout program. 

In both the White River National Fish Hatchery and the Richard Cronin National Salmon Station the fish have been removed from the hatchery and the employees relocated to another field station. Technically this does not mean that either hatchery is closed - but that the hatcheries have been placed in some form of caretaker or production transitioning TBD status - for possible reopening in the future. However, for an Agency that continually cries and complains about money shortages - the placing of hatcheries into caretaker status, the relocation of employees and then eventually reopening the hatchery (including relocating employees back to the hatchery, reestablishing fish, catching up on maintenance, etc) costs more money then just continuing to operate the hatchery. Run the numbers out 3 - 5 years and you will see that this was not a financially smart decision.
We fully realize that the Directorate must manage its programs and its resources - but we strongly encourage the Directorate to begin to act in a more open and honest manner. The continuing lies and misleading statements are further eroding the integrity, character and ethics of this Directorate.
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