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The PLAN - Does Congress Know That The Directorate Has Blocked The Mitigation Hatcheries From Accessing Appropriated Funds

Mr. Ashe, Dr. Gould, Ms. Dohner, Ms. Walsh, 

On the second page of the "Southeast Region Plan for Implementation of Fiscal Year 2014 Budget Reductions via the National Fish Hatchery System Strategic Hatchery and Workforce Planning Report" (PLAN) is the following paragraph:

"Elimination of Low Priority Production Programs"
"One aspect of the 15% reduction scenario that has not changed is the Regional commitment to eliminate what are now low priority production programs and replace them with programs focused on recovery of listed species and restoration of imperiled and at-risk species. The Region will also follow the Service's new policy and no longer subsidize mitigation activities or produce recreational fish using agency funds. Mitigation and recreational production and stocking will be matched to the actual reimbursement received."

As I understand the above paragraph the Directorate has put in place a new policy that effectively blocks the mitigation hatcheries from accessing their appropriated operational funds (funding code 1311) and appropriated maintenance funds (funding code 1321) . So, the mitigation hatcheries have no way of getting or using any of the money appropriated specifically for the mitigation hatcheries by the House or Senate Appropriations Committee's. 

Where are the appropriated mitigation hatchery operation and maintenance funds going? To imperiled and at-risk species? To some other program? Has the Service informed the House and Senate Appropriations committee's that the Directorate is blocking appropriated funds - specifically for the mitigation hatcheries - from getting to the mitigation hatcheries?

The more I read your PLAN the more it appears that you folks should be fired for insubordination!

Rick Nehrling

